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YOUSON, Mary Elizabeth Mary passed away peacefully on September 8th, 2011 at the 
age of 97 in Gillis House, Merritt, BC. Predeceased by her beloved husband, Harry, in 
2008; they were happily married for 71 years. Mary was the cherished mother of John 
(Betty) of Toronto, and Barbara Pettie and Joan (Ron) Sherwood of Merritt. She will be 
greatly missed by 4 grandchildren: Mark (Tina) Pettie, Andrea (John) Gilmour, Heather 
(Quin) McGowan, Ron (Gena) Sherwood and 7 greatgrandchildren: Kyle and Jordan 
Pettie, Kate and Sara McGowan, Braeden Gilmour, and Noah and Cole Sherwood. 

Mary was born in Granite City, Illinois on January 31st, 1914, the eldest child of Rev. 
and Mrs. H.J. Armitage. She started school in Ontario; then the family moved to BC, 
serving in the Okanagan, Rossland, Victoria West and Vancouver. Mary and Harry 
spent most of their married life in Victoria before moving to Merritt in 1996. Mary was 
blessed with a beautiful contralto singing voice which she generously shared with others 
in choirs and many solo performances. Mary was a long time member of the United 
Church of Canada with stewardship to Victoria West and Fairfield in Victoria and Trinity 
in Merritt. She was a life member of Beta Sigma Phi sorority, a former president of the 
Women's Canadian Club, and a member of Opti-Mrs. and the PEO sisterhood.  

During the early 1960's Mary was instrumental in the beginnings of the Victoria 
Volunteer Bureau, and later gave many hours of her time to the Canadian Mental Health 
Association. She was also well known for her gifts of home-grown flowers, baking and 
knitting. In recognition of her contributions to society, Mary was honoured in 1992 by the 
federal government with a Confederation Medal (1867-1992). Mary and Harry had many 
years of enjoyment at their Shawnigan Lake cottage, where Mary spent countless 
relaxing hours reading and gardening. For the past 6 1/2 years Mary was lovingly cared 
for by the wonderful staff of Gillis House. She will be greatly missed and fondly 
remembered by all who knew her as a lovely gracious lady.  

A memorial service will be held on Saturday, September 17th, 2011 at 1 p.m. in Trinity 
United Church, 1899 Quilchena Avenue, Merritt BC with Rev. Gwen Davis officiating.  
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in Mary's memory to Trinity United Church, 
Box 175, Merritt, BC, V1K 1B8 or to the charity of the donor's choice.


