
Doreen E. Albion (January 11, 1924 - January 09, 2017) 

Obituary 
In her 93rd year, Doreen Albion (née Doidge) passed away 
peacefully in hospital after a courageous recovery attempt from 
emergency surgery. Predeceased by her loving husband Tommy, 
son Bill and daughter-in-law Diana. Survived by her son, John 
(Cece) and daughter, Susan; grandmother of Terina, Lisa, Angela, 
Gerald, Dean, Janetta, Alexandra, Tom, Holly, Stephanie, Laura, 
Dustin, David, and Elissa, great grandmother of Layna, Ryan, 
Angela, Emily, Jim, Vince, Alec, Sarah, Joey, Michael, Kimberley, 
Briar, Caleb, Joceyln, Madeline, Lilian, Rose, Autumn, Tristin, Kiera, 
Chase, Max, Isabella, Aliyana, Easton and great great grandmother 
to James, Hunter, Olivia, Emma, Abigail, Lily, Jayden, Bentley and 
Jaycee. Doreen will be sadly missed but lovingly remembered by all 
her family and friends. 

A Victoria native, Doreen delighted in telling stories of its younger years and driving along the 
waterfront. Brilliant at school, twice she skipped 2 grades at a time. She completed grade 11 at 
age 12 and then left school to help support her family through housecleaning. At 17 Doreen 
married the love of her life Tom. She loved to dance (particularly at Bunny's Hall), bowling, 
bingo, swimming and parties. Doreen was always a lady - wearing lipstick, proper shoes and 
painted nails. She lived most of her life in the house that Tom built on Cedar Hill Road where 
there was always a pet budgie in the house. Birds became a serious endeavor for her in 1959 
when Tom built her first aviary. Raising, finches, budgies, canaries, hookbills, and cockatoos, 
Doreen was a member of the Saanich Agricultural Society, Avian Preservation Foundation, 
Avicultural Advancement Council of Canada and Vancouver Island Cage Bird Society for 
decades. Doreen was the Canadian Ring Register until she was 90 years old.  

As Doreen reached her later years she continued to grow and learn to enjoy new things. She 
was always proud of her ability to keep up with ever changing technology. After Tom's passing 
she lived alone in their condo with Diana next door and Susan down the street. She learned 
about fair trade, international development and delighted in working at the Victoria Global 
Village store. She played bingo weekly with Diana and attended monthly bird club meetings with 
John. After 7 years and Diana's death Doreen expressed her desire to move in with Susan and 
Janetta. For the remaining 4 years, she continued with walks at the mall, bingo, volunteering, 
nightly calls with John and weekly lunches, attending soccer, baseball games and family 
gatherings. She was surrounded by family and given loving care each and every day. She often 
said there was no place else she would rather be.  

The family would like to extend their sincere gratitude to Dr Malik, nurses and staffing of 7 North 
RJH for their unwavering care of Doreen and consideration to visiting family and friends. Doreen 
was always so proud of her descendants and was visited by many at the hospital in her final 
days. The family would also like to extend sincere gratitude to another bird lover and her 
personal doctor, Dr Sayad. 

A Celebration of Doreen's Life will take place Tuesday January 17th 2pm at First Memorial, 
4725 Falaise Drive. In lieu of flowers, donations to one of her favourite charities, VIDEA 
(www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/VIDEA/) would be gratefully acknowledged by the family. 
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