Name: KELLOW, Leslie George
Service: Royal Air Force

Rank: P/O

Crew Position: Pilot

Date of Death: 31/03/1944 at age 25

Buried: Hannover War Cemetery, Germany
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T am sorry to have to confirm the telegram you
will have received inforzing you thut your son is reported
missirg as the result of aix opsrutiona lest rdght, and I
waznt Yo comvey to you the sympathy of all mecbera of this
Squadron, an) nyself, in your anx:lety wnile whiting for news.

¥our son was flaing £a the Coptaln ard pilot of
an airersf't which set out ioc sttsck a target at murpberg,
and gince then we hawe heard nothing from it, wireleas
silemoe befng maintained on ‘operstionsl miseions, In these
oircumstanoes he 35 reported wlasdng, ui I hope thut letes
we ghall recelve news thet he iz aafs, toough this will
provably mean he i3 2 prdsoner of war. You will be izfomued

by alz H:l.m‘.atry iredistely any further irformation is 'nvailable;.

mrﬁ.ng she short tame your sor had been with tae
“quaarov he hed shown himoolf to be an efficient and copable

pilat, snd the captain of a aound orew. I =m sure he would

dc. everything yosa'.’l.‘ble for the vafety of his ovew. This was
his aecond operaticpal sortie, and I am moat aofry to have
loay him in this way,

s kit hes beun collegtsd and saf'egusrded and vill
s formarded o0 you in due courze under arrangerents batwesn
the 2ir WEniasry and Cpnadian suthorities.

. FPlesse do not hesltate to write Lo me if there is
ary way in which I cen help you.
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BUCKINGHAM PALACE

The Queen and I offer you our
heartfelt sympathy in your great

sorrow.

We pray that your country’s
gratitude for a life so nobly given
in its service may bring you some

measure of consolation.

o g

A, ¥ellow, Esq,
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THIS PAMPHLET IS DEDICATED TO
THE AIRCREW OF THE R.C.A.F. WHO
DIED IN THE SERVICE OF THEIR
COUNTRY, AND HUMANITY. IF IT
BRINGS A MEASURE OF SOLACE TO
THEIR PARENTS AND LOVED ONES,
[T WILL HAVE FULFILLED
ITS PURPOSE,
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Air Vice-MarsuaL F. V. Heakes, C.B.
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November 18, 1944.

The complete pamphlet is stored in the Documents section
30/31 March, 1944; NUREMBERG:

Bomber Command suffered its biggest loss of the war; 31 Halifaxes and
64 Lancasters, 11.9 per cent of the force dispatched failed to return.

The unit's contribution to the night’s proceedings involved 16
Lancasters; the first aircraft lifting away from Fiskerton at 21.55hrs.

Sadly two of those aircraft 'going down' were from the squadron: P/O
Leslie Kellow (a Canadian in the RAF(VR) and crew were only on their



first operation and were the 36th aircraft to be brought down. Mid-upper
gunner, Sgt McAvoy survived from the burning Lancaster; with his face
badly burned and crusted, he crawled around for two hours bumping into
trees until villagers found him. He was then left in a coal cellar for
twelve hours without any attention at all. Cold and in great pain he was
placed in a cart with another injured airman; the other airman was in fact
the crew’s navigator, Sgt David Rowcliffe, who couldn't recognise Sgt
McAvoy. At the local hospital, both received devoted nursing attention
but sadly David Rowcliffe passed away the next day. Sgt McAvoy
underwent thirty surgical operations for his burns. The remaining five
members of the crew had all died in the aircraft, and are buried
alongside each other in Hannover War Cemetery.



