
W. ROSS PAYNE 

Obituary 

PAYNE, William Ross ("Ross")  November 13, 1916 - September 5, 2011  

Our beloved father passed away peacefully, surrounded 
by his family after a long and very happy life. Born in 
Victoria, the eldest son of Margaret (Ross) and Bill Payne, 
both from pioneer Goldstream families of the 1880's. A 
carpenter by trade, he and his father built many homes 
and renovations through their construction company, R.W. 
Payne & Sons. During WWII, Ross worked at Yarrows 
Shipyards as a charge-hand in the Mould Loft, building 
Navy Fr iga tes . From 1967 to 1981, he was 

Superintendent of Works with Sooke School District. After retirement, Dad 
developed V.I. Energy Conservation Services, working with school districts 
throughout B.C.  

As a young man, Ross loved dancing and met the love of his life, Winnifred 
Gallamore at a dance on January 9, 1943. It was the beginning of their loving 65-
year partnership. One special place for Mom and Dad was Qualicum Beach. They 
would set up their camper by the ocean, where Dad had loved to swim since he 
was a young man vacationing with his family. He was a very compassionate, 
loving father whose family meant the world to him. He loved to spend time with 
them skiing with his children and father; playing billiards in the basement ` "pool 
hall " while listening to favourite old songs; fishing the Saanich Inlet to try to land 
"The Big One "; and playing harmonica with his brother.  

In later years, Ross and his wife Win traveled in their camper, and especially 
enjoyed playing the slot machines in Reno. The past 3 1/2 years, Dad was a well-
liked resident of Glengarry Hospital. Always pleasant and eager to tell a story, he 
was a joy to others, especially when he played his harmonica. Ross was a true 
gentleman, never saying a mean word or criticizing, but always ready with good 
advice. His endless sense of humour and strength of character met life's 
challenges with optimism and an ever-ready smile. His life was all about helping 
others.  

Pre-deceased by brother Gordon, sister Marjorie Maxwell, his cherished wife 
Winnifred and son Richard. Left behind to miss his presence forever are daughter 
Colleen (Rod), sons Brian (Wendy) and Martin (Catherine); grandchildren Wendy 



(Rob), Chris (Charlotte), Jeremy (Melody), Jason, David, Clayton, Shannon, 
Nicolas (Natasha), Calla and Jessica; great grandchildren Bree, Jenna and 
Mason; and his dear sister Dorothy Getson. Our gratitude to Fairfield Unit staff at 
Glengarry Hospital for their care and affection for our father.  

No service by request. A private family celebration is being held. e-mail 
condolences and your memories of Ross gratefu l ly received at 
summerhillfarm@shaw.ca. 
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