
Phyllis Pesce (March 30, 1922 - April 14, 2018) (previously Shelton) 

Obituary 

!   With great sadness we announce the sudden passing of 
Phyllis Pesce, following a fall and fractured hip. She had just celebrated a 
wonderful 96th birthday week and was looking forward to more festivities. 
Despite her growing blindness, she remained engaged in the lives of her 
friends and family, and maintained a great interest in politics, music and 
ideas. 

Phyllis was the middle of three children, born to English émigrés in west 
Edmonton on a neighbourly street, and took an early interest in piano and 
art, winning several prizes for her portraiture. Her first job at 19 was away 
from home, as assistant to the headmaster at Shawnigan Lake School. She 
then attended U of A where she excelled in English literature, and fell 
passionately in love with a fellow student, Drake Shelton. They married in 
1944, and had a son, David the following year, and a daughter, Hilary three 
years later. The army had posted Drake overseas, and unfortunately the 
marriage didn't survive the separations, though her love for him did. With 
the help of her parents, Phyllis managed to raise her children while working 
as a school secretary, then on the suggestion of the principal, she went 
back to school for her BEd, becoming an English, art and business teacher 
in high schools in Edmonton and B.C. 

After her mother had died and her children had left home, Phyllis decided 
to fulfill a dream of traveling to Europe, and it was in Rome where she met 
a tall handsome Sicilian, who would become her second husband, Antonino 
Pesce. They shared many adventures, and she was introduced to a more 
exotic world, living in Rome, Monterotondo, and finally at Villa Rosa in the 
Sicilian countryside, where Phyllis, by then in her early seventies, created a 
home and lovely garden, initially without the benefits of electricity or 



running water. They often returned to Canada to visit family and friends, 
living for periods in Toronto, Ottawa and Victoria, a foot in both countries. 
Phyllis lived with heart and great spirit, and we loved her for it. 

We would like to thank the staff at the Jubilee, and all the Cridge and 
Beacon staff for their kind and ongoing support for Phyllis 

She is survived by her son David (Marion) and daughter Hilary (Martin); 
grandchildren Charles (Ryan), Emily (Joshua), Rebecca (Karl) and Miriam; 
great grandchildren Simone and Mattea. Predeceased by her brothers, Ken 
and Charlie Dunkley, her husband, Antonino, her first husband Drake, and 
her beloved grandson, Matthew. 
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    Mrs. Shelton taught English at MDHS from  Sept. 1961 - June 1968. 


