
Robert Douglas GENN - May 15, 1936 – May 27, 2014

Obituary

Robert Genn passed away peacefully at home on May 27, 2014 
surrounded by the love of his family after a heroic and graceful challenge 
with pancreatic cancer. Robert was born on May 15, 1936 in Victoria, B.C. 
He attended Mrs. Patterson's kindergarten, and delighted in the paper off- 
cuts his father brought home from the factory where he worked. In 1941, 
Robert attended Cedar Hill School, then Cloverdale School, and began 
taking Saturday morning art classes with John Lidstone in 1945. He 
cultivated early passions for bird watching and amassed an impressive 
collection of fungi and rotting wood. In 1947, he studied watercolour with 
Will Menelaws and acquired his first Brownie Hawkeye camera. He 
attended Doncaster School in 1949, then Mount Douglas High School, and 
intensified what would become a lifelong love affair with painting, bird 
watching, stamp collecting, writing and old cars. Robert worked on the 
school annual and newspaper, and pulled the squeegee in his Dad's sign 
shop. He took day trips to  Goldstream, Mount Douglas Park, Sooke, Lost 
Lake, Parksville and Comox, and painted en plein air in watercolour and oil 
at age 12. In 1952, Robert bought his first car –- a 1929 Hupmobile Coupe! 
He travelled and painted further afield and in 1953 attended Victoria 
College. In the summer of 1955, Robert took a job as a fish-pitcher and 
store boy at Beaver Cannery and as a cook and deckhand on a small fish 
packer in Rivers Inlet. This is also where he discovered what felt to him like 
a revolution in boat lettering: upside-down while lying across the bow. He 
earned a bonanza of five dollars for the name of the boat, and five dollars 
for the registration number. Back in Victoria, Robert collected subscriptions 
for the Saanich Star. In 1957, he attended the University of B.C., then 



studied industrial design at the Art Center School in Los Angeles, while on 
the side drawing classic cars belonging to  distinguished L.A. car collectors. 
Enjoying first-class transportation, he would visit a retreat known as The 
Fountain of the World for what he described as "a light lunch served from a 
great trough." After two and a half years, Robert returned to Vancouver, 
eventually setting up a small studio at 1155 West Pender Street to  buckle 
down with his lifelong devotion to painting. He made frequent explorations 
to the B.C. Gulf Islands, Haida Gwaii and the Cariboo, painting small 8 x 10 
and 10 x 12 inch oil panels. In July 1962, he met Carol Shimozawa and 
they explored the B.C. Coast and interior together, marrying in August, 
1964. Robert and Carol travelled throughout Europe by Volkswagen bus, 
with extended stays in Fuengirola, Spain, then Derbyshire, England and 
Christianafjord, Norway. In 1966, Robert and Carol returned to Halifax by 
freighter and drove across Canada, eventually settling near Crescent 
Beach, B.C. to nurture a life of painting, writing and family, with plenty of 
stamp collecting, wooden boats, English cars, bird watching, and travelling 
the world in search of painting subjects. Robert loved literature, poetry, 
classical music, hiking and the environment. The Economist Magazine he 
described as "the greatest magazine in the world." Later adventures were 
pioneered in heli- painting and the invention of custom easels for painting in 
every type of vehicle and setting. Robert painted every province and 
territory in Canada, honouring the landscape and its infinite, intimate 
wisdom. Ever playful, dreaming, curious, loving and nurturing, affectionate 
beyond measure, and so utterly generous of spirit, Robert also shared his 
adventures and knowledge with artists worldwide through his beloved 
twice-weekly letters on art. Robert will be deeply missed by his wife, Carol, 
of 49 years; his three children, Dave (Tamara), James (Shawna) and Sara 
(Peter); three grandchildren, Beckett, Zoë and Poppy, and their Airedale, 
Stanley. Robert also leaves his younger brother Denis Genn and family, an 
extended family of cousins, Carol's family, and a lifetime of dear and 
treasured friends and galleries. He is predeceased by his enthusiastic and 
supportive parents, Hugh Douglas and Lorrie Genn, and Carol's parents 
Kohei and Kimie Shimozawa, plus a lifetime of cherished studio dogs: 
Beauregarde, Hombre, Kelly, Emily and Dorothy. We love you, Dad, the 
best Dad in the History of Dads – you've shown us how to live at our 
highest expression: in joy, with a sense of wonder, and with optimism, 
curiosity and love in all our playful days. "The world is so  full of a number of 
things, that I'm sure we should all be as happy as kings." (Robert Louis 



Stevenson). A Celebration of Robert's Life will be held on Monday, June 9, 
2014 at the Surrey Arts Centre at 2 o'clock in the afternoon. In lieu of 
flowers, please consider a gift to the Down Syndrome Research 
Foundation, PBS, or the UNHCR Children of Syria Appeal.
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