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SHIRLEY HELEN FITZPATRICK COLE  January 4, 1927 March 1, 2015 
Shirley Cole passed away peacefully after a brief illness on March 1st in 
Eureka, California, surrounded by her loving family.  

Shirley was born on January 4, 1927 in Vancouver, Canada to Eileen 
and Samuel Fitzpatrick, who had recently emigrated from Dublin and 
Clonakilty, Ireland, respectively. She grew up with her older brother Bob 
(Robert, born in 1924) in Chemainus, a small town on Vancouver Island 
that was once part of the logging industry and is now known for its 
outdoor murals. Their father, who worked in the local saw mill, died 
unexpectedly on 4/4/1944 at the age of 44.  

Bob, who had enlisted with the Royal Canadian Air Force and was 
transporting VIPs and the wounded during WWII, was able to return 
briefly for Sam's funeral. Consequently, when Shirley graduated from 
high school she was obliged to enter the work force rather than pursue 
her dream of studying nursing. After working for a bank in Victoria for a 
few years, in 1949 she and Eileen moved to Los Angeles, California 
where they joined a cousin in Studio City.  

Shirley went to work for Bank of America. A loyal employee, she worked 
for BofA branches in Eureka, Tahoe City, San Diego, and Arcata. Taking 
time off to raise children and grandchildren, she worked for over 40 



years, finally retiring at age 74. Living in Los Angeles, she met many 
stars and even dated a few, but the man who won her heart was a 
dance teacher at the Arthur Murray Dance Studio. Shirley won dance 
lessons on a radio call-in program and Robert was giving dance lessons 
while working toward a degree in Speech and Language Pathology at 
the University of Southern California.  

They married in 1953 and had three daughters Lori, Nancy and Jennifer. 
Although the marriage did not last, Shirley and Robert remained lifelong 
friends and continued to attend family gatherings. Just this past 
Christmas, they sat together with their children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren, taking great pride and joy in knowing that they 
were responsible. Shirley traveled to Ireland to bring her mother home 
for her first visit since she had emigrated almost 60 years earlier. Sam's 
side of the family, the Jennings in Clonakilty, welcomed them with open 
arms. Shirley had such a wonderful time that she returned twice more 
with two of her daughters.  

Shirley was involved in many social and service activities in the 
community. She was a 31 year friend of Bill W's. She loved to sew and 
volunteered for many years with Katie's Krafters, providing lap blankets 
for residents in skilled nursing facilities and baby blankets for newborns 
in area hospitals. She had a special place in her heart for children. She 
also loved the water and enjoyed going to the Arcata Community Pool.  

Shirley was preceded in death by her father Samuel, her mother Eileen, 
her brother Bob, and his first wife Marion. She is survived by her ex-
husband Robert Cole; their daughters Lori Cole, Nancy Cortez (Bert), 
and Jennifer Fitzpatrick (Matt); their granddaughters Michelle Buckman 
(Mike), Jaime Cortez Domond (Kenneth), Jennifer Cortez (David); and 
their great-granddaughters Miranda Buckman and Kaia Domond. She is 
also survived by her brother's children Sheila Fitzpatrick, Mark 
Fitzpatrick (Claire, and their children Erika, Anna and Ian), and Brian 
Fitzpatrick; and by her sister-in-law Joyce Fitzpatrick. Her family 
members wish to extend their gratitude to all those who helped to care 
for Shirley in recent years especially Tim Haskett, GNP, Lorana Farnum 
and the entire staff at Timber Ridge Assisted Living Facility, and the 
staff at St. Joseph's Hospital. The compassionate care at every level 
was a great comfort.  



A celebration of Shirley's life will be held on Saturday, April 11, 2015 at 
the United Methodist Church of the Joyful Healer, located at 1944 
Central Avenue in McKinleyville, California. Details will be announced in 
this newspaper one week before the service. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made in Shirley's 
name to the Cure Alzheimer's Fund or the charity of your choice. Please 
sign the guestbook at www.times-standard.com under Obituaries.
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