Allan Howe Harwood - Obituary

HARWOOD, Allan Howe March 3,
1929 - November 21, 2015 Allan was
the son of Ernest Harwood, who had
emigrated to Hornby Island in 1910
from Newton Abbot, England, and
Emily "Dot" Hobbs, whose family
were farming on Haro Road. Allan
grew up in Cadboro Bay with his sister
Phyllis, brothers Gordon and David,
and cousins Ted and Joyce, enjoying
the natural beauty and wide-open
spaces, fishing wherever there was
water, spending summers at Deep
Cove, and playing football, which sparked his life-long love of sports.
He met Melba Towriss while studying at what is now Camosun's
Lansdowne Campus, and they married in 1950. A dedicated family man
who made a wonderful life for his daughters in West Vancouver and
Victoria, he cared lovingly for Melba before her death in 1985. Later in
life, he found love again with Barbara, and they married in 1998. They
travelled together in the eastern provinces and to Britain, where Allan's
favourite memory was of the Ryder Cup at The Belfry in 2002. Allan felt
tremendous pride in his role as grandfather and great-grandfather, and
took immense joy in the lives of all his grandchildren, including the
grandsons he gained through marrying Barbara, and his great-
granddaughter. His greatest gift to his daughters and grandchildren was
not how to run a boat, play cards, swim, paddle, catch fish, or drive a car.
It wasn't real estate advice, a strong work ethic, or the importance of
humour, education and family, though he imparted all these things and




more. [t was his recipe for success relationships with people, always
setting an example of equal parts warmth, presence, loyalty, and interest
in others. This was a gift available to everyone who knew him, not just
his family. He knew he was loved, and we knew he loved us.

Allan was preceded in death by his wife Melba (Towriss); his parents
Ernest and Emily (Hobbs) Harwood; his sister and her husband Phyllis
and Eric Smith; his brother and his wife Gordon and Muriel Harwood;
and his son-in-law Charlie Ruben. He is remembered with love by his
wife Barbara, daughters Nancy, Lois and Robin, sons-in-law Brian
Belton and Richard Pickard, granddaughters Kayla (Neil), Megan
(Richard) and Georgia, great-granddaughter Chloe, and brother David
and his wife Margaret ("Archie"). Barbara's daughters Debbie and Sarah,
along with Sarah's sons Alex and Jack, will remember Allan as a man of
great warmth and devotion, as does Barbara's sister Sheila. His surviving
cousins, in-laws, and nieces and nephews, along with their families, as
well as a lifetime of friends and business associates, will remember Al/
Allan/Uncle Al/"Coach" with a sports anecdote, a funny story, or a smile
(and probably all three). Allan's family sends heartfelt thanks to all those
who cared for him at the Royal Jubilee Hospital in his final days,
particularly the compassionate nursing care provided by Mark and
Sandhu on 3 South.

A celebration of Allan's life will be held at St. George's Anglican
Church, 3909 St. George's Lane, at 1:00 p.m. on Monday, November
30th. In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to BC Heart & Stroke
Foundation, the Saanich Peninsula Hospital Foundation, or the charity of
your choice.



