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Obituary

VICKERY, David Barry   Born December 1, 1956 in Vancouver, B.C.; sadly ended 
his life on July 29, 2004 in Victoria. David was predeceased by his brother, 
Douglas in 1987; his father, Robert in 1990; his mother, Patricia in 2002; his 
grandmother, Sylvia in 1998 and his grandfather, Cliff in 2003. David is survived 
by his wife, Kaori and his brothers, Rob (Caron) and Patrick, three uncles, two 
aunts and many cousins. David was a generous and creative man whose starry 
enthusiasm and stories touched many people. David had an appetite for books. 
To him, dreams became ideas; ideas became interests; interests became 
hobbies; hobbies became projects and projects became a new way of life. David 
immersed himself in music, art, health, spirituality, technology and friends. He 
loved his family and friends, long conversations, gadgets and gizmos, music, 
flowers and everything blue. He hated spiders and would stockpile chestnuts to 
ward them off. His favourite days were his birthday and Christmas. 

David grew up in Victoria, attended Oak Bay and Mount Douglas High schools, 
and in 1975 studied hairdressing. He plied his trade in Victoria, Vancouver, 
Calgary and back. By 1988, he ventured into business, attracting investment for 
residential buildings. In 1991, David moved to Japan with dreams of business 
ventures. A weak economy forced him to tutor English, sometimes in trade for 
Japanese lessons. There he met his loving wife, Kaori. Always the traveller, 
David visited many countries, including England, Hong Kong, Bali, Singapore, 
Korea, Australia and various places in the U.S. and Canada. He returned home 
in 2001, and spent 12 months with his mother before her death, followed by six 
months with his grandfather before his death. A head injury, declining health and 
intolerable loss all took their toll. David was a fighter and he fought until he could 
fight no more. A private memorial was held on August 15; at David's request 
there was no funeral. David's name will be added to the "Robert, David and 
Douglas Vickery Graduate Award", UVic Development Office, P.O. Box 3060, 
Victoria, B.C. V8W 3R4. This scholarship is awarded to graduate students doing 
research in schizophrenia and/or mental illness. Donations may be made in 
David's name. Condolences to dbvmemorial@yahoo.com. In his memory, we 
invite you to break with tradition and wear blue at Christmas. Rest in peace, 
David. 
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