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July 11, 1953 - August 31, 2023

Sirje MacWILLIAM Obituary

irje passed away peacefully in the new
Langley Hospice on August 31, 2023. She was

born in Toronto to Erik and Juta Vanajan who
inspired in her a great love of her Estonian
heritage. After moving to Victoria when Sirje was
one, the family continued to speak only Estonian
until she started elementary school where she
quickly learned English. This built the base for her
future as a multilingual teacher. After completing
schooling in Victoria, including two years at UVic
she moved to Vancouver and completed a BA and
her teacher education at UBC. She left her first
teaching assignment in Chilliwack to move to
Calgary to join her husband-to-be, Robert
MacWilliam. After their March 1982 wedding in
Victoria, Rob and Sirje returned to Calgary where
Sirje continued teaching until 1986 when the
family moved to Thailand. In 1989, they returned
to Canada, living in Sarnia and then Toronto where
Sirje resumed teaching in her third province. In
2002 the family moved to Houston, USA and then
in 2003 Sirje and Rob moved to Chad, Africa. There
she volunteered teaching the Chadians English. In
2007 they returned to Houston and then in 2010
they retired to Langley, BC.

Sirje is survived by her husband Robert, three
children Reece (Erin), Tyler (Jennifer) and Sumalee
and three grandchildren Connor, Caleb and Bryn.
Sirje was predeceased by both parents, Erik and
Juta Vanajan. Sirje's lifetime passions were family,
teaching, travel, cooking and crafting. She also
embraced social media as a way to keep in touch

with her friends globally.

In spite of having various health challenges,
including having to fight an aggressive cancer for

the last three years of her life, she was best known

for her warm smile, memorable laugh and ability

to make friends throughout the world by treating

all people with respect.

In lieu of flowers, please make a donation in Sirje’s

name to either BC Cancer or Langley Hospice.
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